Cadet Airlift Hawaii Style

When the Kona Composite Squadron experienced a dramatic increase in new cadet members and needed to complete more than 20 Cadet Orientation Flights, a call for help went out to the Hawaii Wing.  Wing Commander, Colonel Roger Caires authorized the implementation of a Cadet Airlift and training day to be held at the Kona International Airport on August 20, 2011.  Squadron aircraft arrived from various islands flown by Cadet Orientation qualified pilots with either cadets or Mission Scanner/Observer trainees as additional passengers.  
On the ground in the Kona Squadron building a complete Scanner and Observer course was taught by 1st. Lt. Seth Barker, from Kauai including a demonstration of a practice ELT reception.  Capt. Jim Bedient oversaw all of the cadets who rotated through the Comm department.  They learned a lot about radio operations, keeping a log, maintaining an aircraft status board and doing flight following on a map.  This event provided a better Comm experience than could be provided for the cadets in Kona with just one aircraft.  They had to keep track of 7 aircraft during the exercise, including those on the ground, in the air, refueling and crews needing ground transportation.  Cadets from Kona, Maui, and Wheeler got this experience thanks to Jim.

Meanwhile, cadets were given orientation rides flying to the Island of Maui and landing at Hana Airport.  Just a few miles beyond the little town of Hana is the grave of Charles Lindbergh who lived his last days in the area. Most of the cadets had never even been to Maui so landing at a special place like the Hana Airport was a big thrill for all involved.  Cadets switched seats on the ground at Hana for the return trip to Kona.  Most pilots made two such cross country flights before returning home to as far away as Lihue, Kauai.  Hawaii is known for the Aloha Spirit and the Hawaii Wing definitely came through as a shining example of what can be done when everyone pitches in to help.  
We extend many mahalos (thanks) to our sister squadrons from everyone at the Kona Composite Squadron.
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Wing aircraft on the ground at Kona, ready to start Cadet Airlift orientation flights.
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1st Lt. Seth Barker, Project Officer conducting training session.
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Pilot 2nd Lt.  Adam Orens from Kauai, with Kona Cadets C/A1C Arielle L Harnik
and C/Amn Kyle H Elarco
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Pilot Lt. Col. Joe Monfort from Oahu, with Kona cadets C/A1C Westen Allen 
and C/A1C Nevin K Brown.  The smiles say it all !!!

[image: image5.png]



Some of the participants had the chance to get in a group photo 
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Pilot Major Charles J Bridgman with Kona cadets C/Amn Anthony Ward 
and C/Amn Stephen Gonzalez performing Preflight fuel check.
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Pilot Major Bob Becka with Cadet Joshua Myrick 
and Cadet Mark Haake-Contento 
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Pilot Lt. Col Robert Hill III, Cadet Skye Lowder, Cadet Moses Hooton
