8 May 2004

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
      Congratulations to Lt. Colonel Darryl Choy, Hqtrs Hawaii Wing. On Friday, 7 May 2004, Colonel Choy was presented the CAP Bronze Medal of Valor by Lt. Governor Duke Aiona at the Hawaii State Capitol. Attending the presentation were Colonel Jeff Stickel, Wing Commander, Colonel Stan Fernandez, Governmental/Legislative Officer, and Colonel Herb Kaneshige, Former Wing Commander. Colonel Fernandez read the citation while Lt. Governor Aiona pinned the medal on Lt. Colonel Choy. After the presentation, Colonels Stickel and Kaneshige presented Lt. Col Choy with the framed citation and certificate. Immediately following the pinning, Lt. Governor Aiona made an outstanding dissertation regarding the outstanding program of the Civil Air Patrol in Hawaii. The Lt. Governor also noted that Colonel Choy was a Maryknoll High School graduate to which Lt. Governor Aiona was also a graduate from Maryknoll. Lt. Governor stated that Maryknoll had at one time the best CAP Cadet Squadron in the state. Recently appointed Brigadier General Darryl Wong, Commander for the Hawaii Air National Guard, is a former CAP cadet from Maryknoll and jokingly mentioned that American Idol Jasmine Trias is also from Maryknoll High School. 

The citation to accompany the award of the Bronze Medal of Valor to Lt. Colonel Choy reads:

     ”Lt.Col. Darryl Choy, CAP, distinguished himself by conspicuous heroic action on 12 June 2002. As tactical officer for the Hawaii Wing Cadet Summer Encampment, Colonel Choy was assigned as the bus driver for the encampment. While returning from an activity, driving a bus filled with 40 cadets and senior members, the brakes of the bus malfunctioned and lost air pressure. Driving downhill on Pali Highway toward Kailua, the bus was approaching a traffic light, which was red, and two stopped vehicles at the stopped intersection. Quickly assessing the situation, Colonel Choy observed that he had insufficient passing room on the right side of the vehicle stopped at the traffic light. He expertly maneuvered the 44 passenger bus between two stopped vehicles and brought the bus to a safe stop. Colonel Choy's quick decisive actions averted a potential catastrophe, which could have resulted in major injuries or loss of life to the cadets and seniors riding on the bus as well as the occupants of the stopped vehicles. Colonel Choy's quick thinking, heroic action, and complete disregard for his own personal safety reflect great credit upon himself, the Hawaii Wing, Civil Air Patrol and the State of Hawaii.”
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