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Chaplain Gregory Burgess, Landon DePeralta, Capt Richard Hargrave (Commander West Oahu Squadron, CAP), State Rep Rida Cabanilla-Arakawa, State Rep Kimberly Pine, Brig Gen Peter Pawling (Commander 154th Wing, Hawaii Air National Guard), Keith Copelan  
Photo by Wesley Kajiwara
Grand Opening West Oahu Civil Air Patrol 

by Wesley Kajiwara

The flat costal plain just west of Pearl Harbor is the home of Hawaii’s newest Civil Air Patrol Squadron.  The West Oahu Composite Squadron (HI-075) is based in the Pacific Aerospace Training Center on Midway Road at the former Barbers Point Naval Air Station.  
The new squadron held its official Grand Opening in conjunction with an “Aviation Day” Open House by Honolulu Community College’s Commercial Aviation training program on March 24.  Civil Air Patrol aircraft along with those from the University of North Dakota and numerous government and private organizations were on display.  
Starting as a Cadet Squadron with two Cadets and five Senior Members on September 30, 2006, the West Oahu Squadron had grown to over thirty members and received its new Composite Squadron Charter at the Grand Opening ceremonies.  
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Col Jeffrey Stickel (Former Commander Hawaii Wing), Brig Gen Peter Pawling (Commander 154th Wing, Hawaii Air National Guard), Capt Richard Hargrave (Commander West Oahu Squadron)
Photo by Wesley Kajiwara
The West Oahu Composite Squadron is one of three on the island of Oahu and one of seven in the state.  CAP members from squadrons throughout the state were on hand to help with the event. 
The Barbers Point facility was home of Marine Corps Air Station Ewa which was attacked minutes before Pearl Harbor.  It was here in early 1942 that Medal of Honor recipient Major Gregory “Pappy” Boyington assumed command of a newly commissioned Marine Fighter Squadron VMF-214, later known as the “Black Sheep Squadron”.  
The Barbers Point area is now called Kalaeloa, its original Hawaiian name.  It is also home of the general aviation Kalaeloa Airport (JRF), Coast Guard Air Station Barbers Point, Hawaii National Guard and numerous government and private organizations.  
For more information about the West Oahu Composite Squadron call 808-234-8016 or e-mail westoahu.cap@gmail.com
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